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Premise

Alabaster Jar is a reference to the passage where a woman
pours an expensive oil from an alabaster jar on the head

of The Anointed One . The season requires something that
resembles the expensive oil that is within the alabaster jar,
something that is expensive not in price but in inspiration.
Value is not monetary but is in the depth of communication
of meaning. So this season we sought out perfumes that con-
veyed an expensive, classy form of inspiration because that
is the direction of the wind. This magazine went through
layers of refinment with comparison of hundreds of scents.
We hope our selections for the season are impactful. We
credit every perfumer/perfume house featured in the maga-
zine.

Let’s begin.



FOR THE PEOPLE






STALLION LEATHER SUEDE
CAROLINA HERRERA
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PAS CE SOIR
BDK PARFUMS

SOMETHING DIFFERENT

These two encapsulate something, they are very unique and
you wont find anything like this scent...

tallion Leather Suede,
a flanker launched this
year, marks the start of
the Autumn and Winter
selections with a focus on
aroma that feels expensive
and intentional. The idea
behind this scent is rooted
in the world of high-class
racehorses, and that in-
fluence is clear from the
first spray. It continues the
leather DNA of its prede-
cessor, yet introduces a
newer, smoother form of
sophistication.

DK Parfums consist-
ently produces distinct
DNAs, and Pas Ce Soir
is one that maintains its
uniqueness in every set-
ting. The name translates
to Not Tonight, reflecting
a selective and exclusive
energy, the persona of
someone who values their
time and chooses where
they show up. On skin,
the fragrance opens with
pear, orange and peach.
These fruity notes domi-
nate the introduction, then
settle

Incensed vanilla butter,
tonka and cardamom

add warmth, comfort and
spice. The opening proud-
ly presents the leather
note, but the beauty of
this fragrance appears in
the dry down where it
becomes creamy, sweet
and addictive. It captures
the character of someone
whose leisure time in-
volves race tracks, tailored
suits and polished shoes.

A definite signature-wor-
thy scent and one of the
standouts of the season.

settles into a heart and
base built from patchou-
li, benzoin, vanilla and
ambroxan. It begins as

a juicy, sweet blend and
gradually becomes resin-
ous, smooth and luxuri-
ous.

The uniqueness alone is
enough to make it signa-
ture-worthy. While there is
an eau de parfum, the ex-
trait version broadens its
appeal and gives it more
strength.



HIDDEN GEMS

Hidden not just because they are underrated or unknown but
they evoke a person who is truly a diamon in the rough.

Angel Schlesser pre-
sents Sublime Rose as
part of the Les eaux d’un
instant absolut line. The
house summarises it in
five words: rose petals and
oriental notes. The inten-
tion is to place you in an
imagined Middle Eastern
palace, surrounded by
rose petals with an under-
tone of spice in the warm
air.

As the name suggests, this
is a rose-forward scent

Arabian Oud is often un-
derappreciated, yet Zumo-
rod proves how capable
the house is at shaping fa-
miliar notes in a new way.
Translating to Emerald,
the name carries the idea
of rarity and refinement,
and the scent mirrors that
impression. It is a unique
take on the vanilla, amber
and spice trend that domi-
nates today’s market.

Zumorod leads with va-
nilla and spice, supported

It will appeal immediately
to lovers of deep, jammy
rose compositions. The
rose blends with saffron,
creating a smooth, weara-
ble balance without losing
the richness of the flow-
er. The saffron gives just
enough depth to pull the
scent down into something
fuller, more dimensional
and more engaging on
skin.

It remains underrated
and overlooked, especial-
ly considering its price
bracket.

by cardamom and frankin-
cense in the opening. This
combination creates an
immediate aromatic pres-
ence that clearly signals
its Middle Eastern roots.
As it settles, Madagas-
can vanilla becomes the
centre, bringing a subtle
cocoa-leaning sweetness
and musk. Caramel in the
heart softens the structure
and leaves a memorable
impression that lingers.

It is perfectly suited to the
season.

ANGEL SCHLESSER

LES EAUX
D'UN INSTANT

ABSOLU

Sublime
Rose

SUBLIME ROSE
ANGEL SCHLESSER

ZUMOROD
ARABIAN OUD




ROSE, OUD & VANILLA

Rose and Oud is a classic that never dies and it is definetly in
season, try these selections when you are out and about.

Oud Bouquet is sensa-
tional not just because of
the accord but the quality
of ingredients which sets
it clear apart from cheap-
er imitations. A tripartite
of woods composed with
a house signature Honey
Rose and ‘Vanilla Cristal-
isee’ finished with an Oud
Wood aged to perfection.
This is what Rose, Oud
and Vanilla should smell
like. Lancome boasts in its
craftsmenship, highlight-
ing its French quality by

Maison Francis Kurkdi-
jan is a house that never
ceases to be an industry
standard for class and
elegance. Oud Satin
Mood was inspired by a
desire to bring the rare
and precious Oud Wood to
life. With signature violet
accords and rich vanilla
amber accords and the
chosen ‘Damascena Rose’.
This perfume was meant
to transform your skin into
rich fabric. However what
truly sets this apart is the
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composing fragrance in
the same lovingkidness as
wine that is ‘Grand Cru’.
Like the name it is a a cel-
ebration of Oud with Rose
and Vanilla. The shining
star though is that accord.

sillage on this composi-
tion. It fills rooms and is
unmistakable, people will
perceive you before they
see you.

' PRMAISON LAN
FUA

HAUTE T

OUD'BOUQ U,
OME!PARIS~-

OUD SATIN MOOD
MAISON FRANCIS
KURKDIJAN
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Liquid Gold is not an understatement neither in sight or smell. This is
true gold and it is time the whole world knows.

Mathilde Laurent composed
this fragrance with the
same precision you would
expect from a conductor
guiding a full ensemble. It is
more than scent, it behaves
like sound something lay-
ered timed and controlled.
Wearing it feels like listen-
ing to a piece build from
one defining note outward.
The opening immediately
centres around amber. Rich
smooth deep enough to feel
molten. It holds everything
in place the way a lead
violin anchors a symphony.
Not loud but undeniably
present and full of body.

This amber has an edible
warmth slightly creamy
with a texture close to
browned butter translating
richness into aroma. It is
the core the tone the reason
the composition works. Oud
appears alongside it but

not as the main voice. In-
stead it plays support giving
structure and depth without
fighting for attention. The
fragrance belongs to amber
and the oud simply shapes
it. Together they create a
slow glowing radiance that

feels expensive measured
and undeniably refined.

Despite being an oud line
there is no aggression. No
animalic bite no smoke
cloud to announce itself be-
fore you enter a room. Pro-
jection is steady rather than
forceful. People will smell
it clearly but not be pushed
by it. Longevity holds
throughout the day and it
becomes more interesting
as it settles the warmth
staying consistent while the
edges soften and melt into
skin. The result is intimate
yet noticeable a composi-
tion others will experience
as much as you do.

This release remains
strangely under the radar
which adds to the appeal.
It feels like a secret piece
of work from a perfumer

in full control of her craft.
No theatrics no unneces-
sary intensity just quality
stitched together with con-
fidence. It is a masterpiece
that rewards those who pay
attention and an example of
amber done with restraint.
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TOM FORD

LOST
CHERRY

EAU DE PARFUM
50 ML

LOST CHERRY
TOM FORD

VERY GOOD GIRL ELIXIR
CAROLINA HERRERA

HELLO CHERRY

Cherry in this season smells expensive, rich and captivating

with an allure of mystery.

om Ford’s Lost Cher-
ry isn’t trying to replicate
the fruit itself, but instead
creates an evolving olfac-
tory experience. It plays
with the contrast between
the bright, candy-like sur-
face and the deeper, body
beneath. Two forms of
cherry sit at its core: black
cherry bringing richness
and a darker exotic edge,
balanced with cherry li-
queur.

The heart shifts into a
jammy Turkish rose with

ery Good Girl Elixir by
Carolina Herrera feels like
the more mature, more
intriguing sister to Lost
Cherry. It shares familiar
territory with black cherry,
bitter almond and rose,
yet introduces tuberose
which draws the wearer
and those around her in
closer. The base of vanil-
la and cocoa adds depth,
warmth and presence. She
feels confident and com-
posed, comfortable in her
own mystery. The cherry

syrupy nuances and jas-

mine adding a slight tart
edge.

It paints the picture of a

woman who carries mys-
tery wherever she goes.

Her story remains hidden.

Her scent leaves a trail,
and Lost Cherry becomes
the clue to what lies be-
neath the surface.

accord leads the fragrance
from start to finish, and
although it has gourmand
qualities it still sits firmly
within refined territory.

It stands as a strong rep-
resentation of a cherry-for-
ward scent done with
maturity and elegance.

A deeper, darker cherry,
wrapped in softness and
confidence.



SOMETHING SWEET

For those who just want something sweet, give these a chance.

Madawi translates to
sweet in Arabic, and the
name fits the character

of this fragrance well. It

is ideal for someone who
enjoys sweetness but not
in a synthetic or overpow-
ering way. The opening of
peach, apple blossom and
pineapple blossom creates
a smooth, feminine intro-
duction that feels clean,
elegant and well arranged.
The base of musk, rose
and patchouli lifts it be-

yond simple sweetness.

Andalusian Soul by The
Merchant of Venice made
the list for its seasonal
relevance as much as its
scent profile. Amber here
feels expensive, built from
resins like labdanum that
give it depth and richness.
At the base you get am-
ber woven with vanilla,
forming a soft and realistic
gourmand feel, warm and
slightly boozy. What gives
it a feminine tilt is the aca-
cia note in the opening. It
adds a gentle floral and

and gives it more body
and presence. On skin it
becomes warm, sweet and
polished, the kind of scent
that feels sophisticated
rather than juvenile. Ara-
bian Oud fragrances tend
to stand apart in their
profiles and Madawi is

no exception. If you want
something that continues
this idea, the 40th Edition

is the natural next step.

powdery tone that softens
the amber-vanilla mix
and rounds the scent into
something smooth. It is
long lasting, high quality
in the way it develops,
and well suited for cooler
months when depth mat-
ters.

Inspired by Andalusia

in Spain, it aims to cap-
ture the sense of a warm
evening as the sun lowers
in the desert and the air
cools around you.

T
L

I

MADAWI
ARABIAN OUD

[l

ANDALUSIAN SOUL
THE MERCHANT OF
VENICE




POWERHOUSES

These will last forever on youn clothes and will make you

wish you did not overspray...

Hibiscus Mahajad
translates to Majestic or
Influential and that feels
accurate. This fragrance

is powerful and noticea-
ble from the moment it
hits the air, quickly filling
a room with confidence.
With hibiscus, rose, va-
nilla and other supporting
notes, it delivers a rich flo-
ral scent that feels full and
assertive rather than light.
It performs well through-
out the year, although it
stands out most in colder

This may be one of the
most debated fragrances
ever, both loved and criti-
cised, yet Baccarat Rouge
540 Extrait continues to
hold its place. We selected
the extrait version rather
than the EDP because it
stands apart more clearly
from the countless dupes
trying to copy this DNA.
One spray and you imme-
diately recognise it. The
opening is a familiar and
strong mix of ambroxan,

18

weather. During winter
the leather note becomes
more prominent, adding
depth and grounding the
sweetness of the florals.
The hibiscus remains the
lead note and it brings an
exotic, slightly honeyed
character that sets this
apart from more common
floral blends.

The result is a scent that
feels layered and sure of
itself.

saffron and almond. It is
warm, sweet and instantly
identifiable. It fits cool-

er seasons best where its
strength can shine without
overwhelming the space
around you. There was

a period when the scent
felt overexposed because
of how many imitations
appeared, but the extrait
brings back that sense of
distinction and impact.

It lasts a long time and
only needs a light hand to
make yourself known.

; Hibiscus
Maha]ad

EXTRAIT DE PARFUM

Maison Crivell 5

HIBISCUS MAHATAD )
MAISONI CRIVELLI

Maison i
Francis Kurkdjian

Paris

BACCARAT ROUGE 540
EXTRAIT
MAISON FRANCIS
KURKDIJAN







GUIDANCE 46
AMOUAGE

This is the the Diamond of the season. Truly the one for Her.

When news broke that
Amouage would release an
extrait version of Guidance
it raised questions. Why
intensify a scent already
known to be explosive?
Guidance EDP is powerful,
radiant and unavoidable so
an extrait sounded either
excessive or brilliant. Curi-
osity won. We tested it and
the result was unexpected.

Guidance 46 carries the
same recognisable struc-
ture with fruit lifted at the
top and vanilla and woods
holding the base. But the
attitude is changed. The
rose is clearer more defined
almost glistening. Pear re-
mains but reduced from
syrupy brightness to some-
thing smoother and more
natural. Bitter almond gives
a creamy plush texture. The
frankincense once bold is
dialled back making 46 eas-
ier to wear in close settings
without demanding space.
Where the original expands
outward this version sits
closer to the skin warm en-
veloping quietly magnetic.

The performance remains
impressive. Longevity push-
es past the EDP for many
but with more self control.
Projection is present but
not overwhelming confident
rather than commanding. It
is not a replacement it is an
evolution.

Lovers of the original will
recognise it instantly but
the personality here is sof-
tened more rounded and
more wearable. To own one
does not make the other
unnecessary. They serve
different moments different
moods the same heart ex-
pressed through two char-
acters.

Expensive undeniably.
Worth the indulgence
equally undeniable.



GUIDANCE 46
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FIRST LOVE

Every person that is drawn into perfumery first falls in love
with oud but that soon fades away but its time to return.

ud wood by Tom Ford
is still an industry stand-
ard entry into the world
of oud. Later volumes we
will go further into the
world of true oud but this
is a re-entry, step by step.
Just by the name of scent
it is clear the main notes
will be oud and wood but
lets talk about how they
come to be. Tom Ford
somehow have created an
oud accord that contains
this buttery and resinous
nature to it likely from the
amber and vanilla. The

ucci not a house

known especially for oud,
however if there is any-
thing to remember them
for it is this. Intense Oud
may be the best oud fra-
grance in its price range.
There is something that is
SO captivating about this
scent, it is fautless but not
perfect. I struggle to find
anything to say it doesnt
do. The oud, amber, saf-
fron and many other in-
gredients forms something
truly one of a kind. This is

24

woody and ruggedness

is made by the specific
rosewood they utlise with
cardamom, sandalwood
and pepper to create a
beautiful aroma. This is
still long-lasting, go for the
parfum if you want some-
thing longer lasting. This
still will forever evoke
class and gentleman.

Guccl’s take on the intro-
duction of eastern per-
fumery to western. Did I
forget to mention the fran-
kicense, fruits and musk
also in this that balances
it out. The true star from
beginning to end is that
oud accord.

TOM FORD

o]0]p)
WOOD

EAU DE PARFUM
50 ML

OUD WOOD
TOM FORD

G U el

INTENSE OUD

INTENSE OUD
¥/ o GUCEI
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NOMAD
BOND NO-9

LAYTON EXCLUSII

LAYTON EXCLUSIF
PARFUM DE MARLY

BLACK TIE

Opera, Gala, Orchestra whatever requires a black tie this is
for you, actual black tie scents not ones based off fantasy.

Don’t go mad for No-
Mad? Or perhaps you
should. NoMad by Bond
No.9 is well suited to re-
fined settings, formal eve-
nings and events where
you want your scent to
speak before you do. This
1S a rose-fruity-oud com-
bination that feels famil-
lar yet difficult to place
exactly, which adds to its
appeal.

You might assume that
rose and fruit lean too

You may know its
younger brother, but this
feels like the elder in char-
acter. Layton Exclusif is
for those ready to move
beyond Layton into some-
thing more mature, more
serious and more formal.
It opens with vanilla, al-
mond and coffee, and at
times it even gives off an
apple-pie warmth in the
first few minutes.

Soon after, the woody oud
begins to appear, which

composition they do not.
The oud is clean and
polished rather than an-
imalic or heavy, making

it wearable for anyone
and surprisingly safe as a
blind buy. The balance is
smooth, elegant and confi-
dently styled.

Performance is impressive
with long lasting wear,
but the dry down is where
NoMad becomes its most
beautiful. It settles into
something deep, warm
and memorable on skin.

between this and Layton.
The oud here is rugged
and distinctly masculine,
though not animalic or
challenging. As it settles,
the fragrance becomes
creamy, smooth and
wood-oud centred with
depth and presence.

It is absolutely signa-
ture-scent worthy and
carries a grown, confident
tone. Perfect for those
with a more mature taste.

25



Oud i
Cadenza

EXTRAIT DE PARFUN .‘_‘

OUD CADENZA
MAISON CRIVELLEIL

Safran
Secret

Maison Crivelli

SAFRAN SECRET
MAISON CRIVELLI

MAISON SQUARED

Arguably the best perfume house of the last two years. They
have captured the epitome of class.

hat is there not to
like about Oud Cadenza?
This is for almost every-
one easy to wear, highly
likable and a reliable com-
pliment-puller. Normally
deep resins and winter
spices don’t blend well
with oud, yet here they
come together seamlessly.

It opens with saffron, cin-
namon and cardamom
immediate, warm and
inviting, the kind of top
notes that make you say
“mmm”. As it develops,

afran Secret and yes,
the secret is out. Saffron
has been a recurring
theme lately, and here it
takes center stage. The
exact note breakdown is
unclear, but this one reads
loud and clear: saffron
up top, woods and spices
supporting underneath.
There’s a metallic edge to
it that gives the whole fra-
grance a masculine, slight-
ly leathery feel. It comes
across clean, sharp, rich
and undeniably luxurious.
On clothes it sticks, and it

the mid of dates and
incense adds a sweet,
rounded spice, leading
into a base of oud, va-
nilla and amber that ties
everything together.

It’s smooth, rich, long
lasting and feels pol-
ished. The oud gives it
that classy edge the kind
of scent that smells like
a business deal getting
signed.

projects with confidence
for hours.

A solid one to buy or gift
this season.






71 WIDIAN

This ia a star fragrance, not just in price but quality, sorry for intro-

ducing this, it may hurt your pockets.

The first spray makes an
impression immediately. A
smooth breeze of bergamot,
sage and lavender rises
from the skin, crisp and ar-
omatic, like stepping into a
cool morning with sunlight
just beginning to warm the
air. The herbal freshness is
elegant, never sharp, and
sets a confident tone right
from the start.

As the opening softens, the
deeper elements begin to
unfold. Saffron melts into
the composition, quietly
adding richness, and the
oud appears with a calm
authority. It feels dark but
polished, earthy yet silky,
like aged wood shaped by
a skilled hand. There is

no harshness, no screech,
just a steady, well-rounded
presence that invites rather
than challenges.

The heart and base develop
with patience. Warm am-
ber begins to glow beneath
the oud, creating a subtle
sweetness that balances the
smoKky, resin-like texture.
The scent evolves in waves
rather than jumps, shifting
from bright and aromatic

to deep and intimate while
keeping its structure intact.
You sense complexity, but

everything moves with flu-
id precision. No note tries

to dominate. It is harmony
built piece by piece.

Longevity is excellent, com-
fortably stretching beyond a
full day, and the aura re-
mains steady without turn-
ing overwhelming. It reads
masculine, sophisticated
and self-possessed — the
kind of scent that doesn’t
need to raise its voice to be
noticed. It has a presence
that lingers like a memory
rather than a shout.

For those who appreciate
oud that is powerful without
aggression, intricate without
being difficult, this deserves
a place on the skin. Widian
71 feels like luxury crafted
with restraint — confident,
warm, and beautifully com-
posed.
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VOLUME

ONE:
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WATER AND OI1.

MIX...

There IS a surprisingly
simple method for making
perfume last longer, project
better, and stay noticeable
for hours even on the busi-
est days.

Today, it’s being said

plainly:

— Apply perfume oil to
damp skin

— Follow with unscented
lotion

— Finish with perfume

spray.

When you step out of a
warm shower, your skin is at
peak absorption. The outer
layer the stratum corneum
is hydrated, softened and
slightly expanded, allowing
fragrance molecules to move
into it more efficiently. Ap-
plying perfume oil at this
point creates the foundation:
oils bond well with skin
lipids, creating a long-last-
ing concentration of scent
beneath the surface rather
than just on top of it.

The oil anchors.
The lotion seals.
The spray projects.

After the oil, a fra-
grance-free moisturiser is
the second essential step.
Most people skip this and
it’s the reason many com-
plain that perfume fades too
fast. Lotion forms an occlu-
sive barrier, locking the oil
within the skin and prevent-
ing moisture loss. It keeps
the surface supple and slows
fragrance evaporation dra-
matically. Instead of scent
burning off in a few hours,
it releases at a controlled,
steady pace.

Only then does the per-
fume spray come in. Al-
cohol-based sprays are
designed for diffusion they
move outward, into the air,
creating sillage and pres-
ence. But without a base,
they evaporate quickly.
When sprayed over moistur-
ized, oil-primed skin, they
cling more effectively.



The result isn’t mystical. It’s mechani-
cal.

You create layered scent performance

rather than a single fleeting application:

Step Function:

Oil - Deep absorption + Longevity
Lotion — Moisture + Scent Lock
Spray - Projection + R

just structure, chemistry and under-
standing how skin interacts with per-
fume.

The gate is open now, plainly and
practically:

Oil —
Lotion —
Spray —

A simple three-step method that makes
every fragrance perform like its best
version.
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| “Final Remarks i

The Vision is big, the Bible says not to.despise small be-
ginnings therefore we choose to delight instead. There is - -
so much we are going to use this plaform.for and shed ,
light upon-and we dre so excited to see where the.journey

takes us. It is not in the numbers but in the impact. -



Accord: A blend 0§ multlple notes that creates one un1ﬁed smell rather than 1ndrv1dual 1ngred1ents standing alone.
S1m1lar to a chord in mu51c '

-Amber A warm, sweet resmous accord often made from labdanum benzom or vanilla. Known for. r1chness and
depth. . : AL ; .

Ambroxan A modern synthet1c note often descr1bed as sweet musky, warm and d1ffus1ve Common in projecting
.perfumes llke BR540.

'Aromatlc: Refers to herbal, fresh or spiey. notes such as'l'car‘dam'o,m, lavender, sage or rosemary. Often clean and uplift-
: 'ing. : ; . ; : o . R i .

.Base Notes: The deepest and longest- lastmg layer of a fragrance Usually richer notes llke woods resins, musks, vanll
la and amber. .

Boozy: A scent proﬁle rem1n1scent 0§ l1queur rurh, whlskey or wine. Smooth, warm, often gourmand adjacent

Composmon The overall structure of a fragrance and how the notes are arranged and layered through opening, heart .
and dry-down. :

DNA:A fragrance house S recogmzable scent 1dent1ty or style When a perfume is sa1d to have a strong DNA, 1t is in-
stantly identifiable. ; i ros x : : *

Dry Down: The final stage after the top notes fade. Usually creamy, sweet or warm depending on the base.

: Extrait' A.'parfum concentration higher than EDP. Often ri.che'r smoother longer lasting and more intense on the skin.

*
-

Flanker A variation of an ex1st1ng perfume (same name, d1fferent vers1on) Often a twist in concentration, note em-
pha51s or tone.’ :

Gourmand Sweet, ed1ble like fragrances Notes often 1nclude wvanilta, caramel, chocolate almonds coffeé and sugar.
Jammy: A sticky, fruit-like sweetness often used to desoribe thick rose or berry notes. Dark, rich, almost syrupy. -
‘Longevity: How long a fragrance remains detectable on the skin,

Middle / Heart Notes The core of the fragrance Appears after the top notes settle Often ﬂorals sp1ces fruits or heav-
ier fresh notes -

: PI‘Q]ECHOH‘ How far the fragrance radiates from the skin. A scent with strong projection can fill a roem or leave a trail
as you move. :

Signature Scent A fragrance d1st1nct enough to represent a person. Not background Not forgettable
_Synthetic: Not a natural essent1al o1l Not ‘inherently negat1ve Often prov1des performance, longevity and consistency.

Wearab1llty How eas1ly a perfume fits daily life. Not too heavy, not oo overpowermg, ‘easy to enjoy.
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Main Editor Signature:

Our Father, who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
On earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.



